FESTIVAL OF POLITICS 2011 

Presiding Officers Welcome 

Significant changes in technology have drastically changed the way in which we communicate with one another as individuals, and the way in which we interact with the world around us.  The rise of digital media has been meteoric, changing not only what we communicate and how, but also our expectations.  News is instant: minute by minute and tweets, texts and blogs allow us to comment on events as they happen.

This technological revolution has given voice to millions and this is something that cannot be ignored.  The face of politics and the role of politicians are changing in response to an increasingly transparent and interactive world.  With a thirst for information and an up-to-the minute flow of communication come new challenges and responsibilities.

The Festival of Politics 2011 will explore these issues through discussions and debates, drama and music, blogging, and tweets.  

Over the last six years we have welcomed more than 200,000 People to the Festival of Politics and the World Press Photo Exhibition.  In 2011 we are again privileged to be hosting this stimulating and challenging exhibition alongside the Festival.  I am delighted to invite you to join us at the 7th Festival of Politics as together we explore the theme of renewing politics in the age of new media.  

World Press Photo 11 
Saturday 26 – Saturday 27 August (Except Sundays)
The Scottish Parliament

The Festival of Politics is pleased to host the world’s premier photojournalism exhibition – the World Press Photo Exhibition 2011.  Featuring the winning photographs from this year’s World Press Photo competition, the exhibition showcases the work of 56 photographers representing 23 nationalities, documenting subjects from across the world, ranging from coverage in war zones and natural disaster to portraiture, arts and entertainment, nature and sports photography.

As a result of the challenging subject matter, audiences may find some of the photography on display upsetting.







World Press Photo @ Festival of Politics 

Maintaining the tradition of displaying thought provoking images from across the globe, the Festival of Politics is pleased to continue a programme of events delivering the very best in photo journalism.

World Press Photo Exhibition Tour 
Saturday 6 August, 11:00 – 12:00, Main Hall, FREE
Join Sasja de Bie, Press Officer of the World Press Photo as she undertakes a guided tour of the winning photographs from the 2011 World Press Photo Exhibition.

Raised by Women: A Photographic Essay on Female Dominated Communities
Saturday 27 August, 11:00 – 12:00, Committee Room 3, FREE
[bookmark: _GoBack]Anastasia Taylor-Lind is a British photojournalist who is part of the VII Photo Agency mentor programme working for publications such as GEO Germany, The Telegraph Magazine and The Sunday Times Magazine. A prestigious awards winner for her documentary work, join Anastasia as she presents her travels which have seen her living with the PKK in the Kurdish mountains, documenting the Cossack resurgence over the Southern Russian steppes and along the trans-Siberian railway with model scouts in their search for supermodels of the future. Chaired by Olivier Laurent, News and Online Editor, British Journal of Photography.

From revolution to representation - the impact of social media on politics
Saturday 27 August, 12:30 - 13:30, Committee Room 1, FREE.
Professional photographers and new media commentators will consider the impact of social media on the world of politics and social change in two very different parts of the world. The panel will include photojournalist and World Press Photo 2011 winner Ed Ou who documented the recent revolution in Egypt, looking at how social media was used to galvanise support. Chaired by Patrick Harvie MSP, panellists include 2010 World Press Photo winner Simon Roberts, who was commissioned as the official Election Artist for the 2010 UK General Election and Christian Payne who is actively contributing to the online debates surrounding the use of new media and photography.  

Covering Conflict: the role of the photographer and artist
Saturday 27 August, 17:30 - 18:30, Committee Room 3, FREE.
Renowned photographers, Gary Knight, co-founder of VII Photo Agency, photojournalist Anastasia Taylor-Lind and artist Mark Neville examine the role of the photographer in covering conflict, looking at the risks and dangers, and of the impact of conflict both on those caught in its midst and on the wider civilian population. Does photography and art present the news or highlight issues in the hope that people will act, or simply stand as evidence to tell the world what happened? Chaired by Allan Little, Special Correspondent, BBC.





Music @ Festival of Politics 

A new feature on the programme of events, the Festival of Politics will bring musical performances to the Scottish Parliament and for five consecutive nights will showcase the best of contemporary Scottish music.  Transforming the Members’ Restaurant into one of Edinburgh’s best kept secrets, this unique venue provides a fantastic sound for performers in an intimate setting.

Theatre @ Festival of Politics

Brining the arts to the Festival has always been a mainstay.  This year, we are pleased to announce three dedicated theatre productions blending social issues, social media and Scottish history all within the attractive setting of the Members’ Restaurant.

Saturday 20 August

Get the Picture (Young People’s Day) BSL Logo attached
To launch the Festival, an invited audience of young people from around Scotland will come together to explain and explore their issues, now and for the future.  Delegates will share what matters to them by meeting in the "Marketplace", followed by participative workshops.  The finale will be a debate in the Chamber with interactive voting. Entries to a unique reporting competition will be judged by the delegates before an expert panel picks a winner to be announced in the Chamber.  Please see the Festival website for latest event information, including ticket availability to observe the debate.  
In association with Carnegie UK Trust, Carnegie Dunfermline Trust and the Scottish Youth Parliament

Monday 22 August

The Genius of Burns
19:00 - 20:00, Andrew Carnegie Birthplace Museum, Moodie St., Dunfermline, FREE
This specially commissioned talk by Dr John Cairney, Burns scholar, actor and raconteur is uniquely based on a speech made by Andrew Carnegie which revealed the very special influence that the poet had on the life and philosophy of one of the world’s greatest philanthropists.
In association with the Carnegie Dunfermline Trust



Tuesday 23 August

The UK Songwriting Festival presents…
18:30 - 20:00, Members’ Restaurant, £8.00 (Concessions £5.50). Book in advance.
For the first time, the Festival of Politics and Burnsong bring the UK Songwriting Festival to Scotland. The Festival began in 2004 and is now in its eighth year. Tutors  Boo Hewerdine (The Bible, Eddie Reader), Ivor Novello Award winner and Snow Patrol collaborator Iain Archer (Reindeer Section, Tired Pony), Sophie Madeleine and Heidi Berry will provide a performance showing the best in songwriting skills.
In association with Burnsong 

Wednesday 24 August

Love, Politics and Peace: A Classical Approach
12:30 - 14:00, Members’ Restaurant, £8.00 (Concessions £5.50). Book in advance.
Martin Aelred, Scottish contemporary tenor, will perform a selection of arias from composers such as Cilea, Donizetti, Puccini, Morricone, Rodriguez, Sartori and Verdi. Martin’s recent performances have taken him from Rosslyn Chapel to New York’s Central Park
In association with the Edinburgh Inter Faith Association

Burnsong Gathering 
18:30 - 20:00, Members’ Restaurant, £6.00 (Concessions £3.50). Book in advance.
Join former residents of the Burnsong Songhouse perform some of their classic songcraft and talk about their songwriting development and experience. The evening offers new and emerging writers the opportunity to present their own political song. For further information and details of how to submit a song for consideration as part of this event, please contact info@burnsong.org 
In association with Burnsong



Thursday 25 August

Whose heritage, whose society?
10:30 - 12:00, Committee Room 1, FREE.
Can culture, in all its forms, help us to understand better Scotland's place in the world, as well as addressing the issues that face Scottish and global society? A panel of cultural commentators, academics and practitioners in the field of 21st century enlightenment will explore those themes in a highly interactive audience discussion. Chair Jan McDonald, Professor Emerita and honorary professorial research fellow at the University of Glasgow, is joined by Mark O'Neill, Director of Policy, Research and Development at Glasgow Life; Matthew Taylor, Chief Executive, Royal Society for the encouragement of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce; Professor Neil Blain, Head of Film, Media & Journalism Department, Stirling University; and the playwright David Greig.
In association with British Council Scotland, the Institute for Advanced Studies in the Humanities, RSA UK, the Royal Society of Edinburgh and UNESCO UKNC Scotland Committee

Has the time come for quot.as to achieve gender balance in our Parliament?
11:00 - 12:00, Room P1.02, FREE.
Of our 129 MSPs, only 45 are women. Although an increase on the 43 elected in 2007, it’s down from a high of 51 in 2003. The numbers conceal a worrying trend - there were fewer women candidates in 2011. Is it time for compulsory quotas in order to achieve gender balance in our political representation? Chaired by Dr Fiona Mackay, a political scientist at the University of Edinburgh and joined by panellists Nan Sloane, Director of the Centre for Women & Democracy; Sarah Boyack MSP; Clare Adamson MSP; and Liberal Democrat candidate, Katy Gordon.  
In association with Engender and Women into Public Life (funded by the EU Regional Development Fund)

“a RIGHT blether” - the results
11:30 - 12:30, Committee Room 3, FREE.
In 2010, over 74,000 children and young people took part in “a RIGHT blether” to tell Scotland's Commissioner for Children and Young People (SCCYP) about the good things that were happening in their lives. This is an opportunity to hear more about the results of “a RIGHT blether” and a chance to talk directly to the Commissioner Tam Baillie and to the Acting Head of Participation and Education at SCCYP, Cathy Begley.
In association with Scotland's Commissioner for Children and Young People



Nighthawks
12:30 - 14:00, Members’ Restaurant, £6.00 (Concessions £3.50). Book in advance.
‘Nighthawks’ is a ‘slice of life’ drama about an eclectic group of people who frequent a cafe in a rundown part of town.  The arrival of a stranger in their midst sets the past, present and future on course for collision, for Amelia and her brother Hakeem who manage the place.  Inspired by characters devised with members of Blueprint community theatre company and the painting by Edward Hopper, ‘Nighthawks’ is written by Annie George and directed by Eleanor Morrison. 
In association with Wave Theatre Blueprint

Protest Songs? Who Cares?
13:30 - 14:30, Committee Room 1, FREE.
Has political song had its day? Can words and music alone make any difference in an increasingly difficult world? Burnsong creative director Ronnie Gurr will chair a discussion featuring Live Aid founder and trustee Midge Ure OBE and Guardian music writer Dorian Lynskey, author of the recently published book 33 Revolutions Per Minute: A History of Protest Songs, and former MSP Lloyd Quinan to discuss the past, present and future of the political song.
In association with Burnsong

Has Twitter changed the world? Social media and Scottish politics
13:30 – 14:30, Room P1.02, FREE. BSL LOGO
This debate will consider whether the use of Twitter and other social media by participants in events such as the Arab spring has lessons for parliamentary democracies. Do Scottish politicians need to communicate with citizens in a more interactive way, or is the use overhyped? Can meaningful comparisons be made between revolutions in undemocratic countries and how politics is conducted in Scotland? Chaired by broadcaster Lesley Riddoch and joined by Dr Andy Williamson, Director, Digital Democracy Programme, Hansard Society; Peter Cruickshank, research fellow at the International Teledemocracy Centre, Napier University; Joan McAlpine MSP and Kezia Dugdale MSP.
In association with the Hansard Society

The media at a time of crisis: part of the problem or part of the solution? A Polish example.
14:00 - 15:00, Committee Room 3, FREE.
What has the role of the mass media been in the transitions from authoritarian political systems, such as in Poland, before 1989? What is the role of media in today's multicultural Europe? Bernard Margueritte is president of the International Communications Forum and a former Le Monde correspondent for Eastern Europe who was an eyewitness to the political changes in Poland. He will talk about the powerful capacity of the media to encourage positive changes, rather than being merely passive observers of situations and events. Chaired by journalist Magnus Linklater.
In association with the Consulate General of the Republic of Poland

Behind the Scenes at the Museum: V&A at Dundee 
16:00 - 17:00, Committee Room 1, FREE.
Dundee will provide the backdrop for a stunning new museum building on the Tay waterfront. The museum at Dundee is one of the most internationally significant architectural projects in a generation. A panel of architects, curators, and critics discuss the inspiration and vision for the building and how its development might contribute to the economic fortunes of the city and Scotland. Speakers include Moira Gemmill, Director of Projects at the V&A; Peter Bowman from Cre8 Architecture; Philip Long, Director of the V&A at Dundee; and Mike Galloway, Director of City Development Dundee City Council. Chaired by Alan Taylor, Sunday Herald, and editor of the Scottish Review of Books.

Reporting Europe in the Age of New Media
16:00 - 17:00, Room P1.02, FREE.
Much of the most incisive coverage of European affairs is now available in the form of blogs and social media postings. Why is this, and how does it fit in with traditional press and broadcast reporting? Poacher turns gamekeeper in this unusual event, in which a leading politician keeps order as a panel of journalists and new media contributors discusses the issues.
In association with the European Movement in Scotland and the European Parliament Information Office in Scotland

Culture for the people, by the people?
16:30 - 17:30, Committee Room 3, FREE.
Warning: Access and participation in the arts for all will lead to actual social interaction. It will lead to a greater ability and desire to communicate, but may run the risk of inflicting among us separation anxieties about our hardware. In some cases, it may even lead to severe politicisation. Do the arts really reflect the society we live in, or do they reflect the society the artist lives in? Join Owen Logan, Research Fellow, University of Aberdeen and Stephen Stenning, Director of Edinburgh Mela and others as they discuss this issue in detail.
In association with the Wave Theatre

In Conversation with Richard Holloway 
18:30 - 19:30, Committee Room 1, FREE.
As part of the General Teaching Council (GTC) for Scotland’s series of lectures, Anthony Finn, the GTC’s Chief Executive, will join Richard Holloway in conversation. Richard is a Scottish writer and broadcaster and was formerly Bishop of Edinburgh in the Scottish Episcopal Church. He is now regarded as one of the most outspoken and controversial figures in the church. 
In association with GTC Scotland



An evening with Midge Ure 
18:30 - 20:00, Members’ Restaurant, £20.00 (Concessions £17.50).
Book in advance.
Live Aid founder and songwriter Midge Ure visits the Festival of Politics for an intimate solo performance. Join the Ultravox frontman and writer of “Do They Know It’s Christmas”, “Vienna” and others as he performs work from his catalogue of hits in a parliamentary evening of inspirational song and conversation.

Friday 26 August 

Young Voices - How children can influence political decisions of policy and planning
11:00 - 12:00, Committee Room 1, FREE.
Chairing this discussion, BBC Scotland’s Special Correspondent, Ken Macdonald, will be joined by Cathy McCulloch, Director of the Children’s Parliament, John Carnochan, Head of Strathclyde Police Violence Reduction Unit and representatives from the world of planning, policy and young people’s issues to consider how children's voices can be heard in shaping policy and planning at national and local levels, with specific reference to the successful modelling of EcoCities.
In association with Carnegie Dunfermline Trust and the Children’s Parliament

Is the internet good for democracy? 
11:00 - 12:00, Committee Room 3, FREE.
How well do social networking and other new consumer technologies help to engage those who are disengaged and empower citizens to participate in democratic debate and hold our representatives to account? Panellists will discuss how effectively our democratic institutions, including the Parliament, use new technologies to help citizens to participate, and how citizens use those technologies to speak to those who are in power. Attendees to this event can submit their questions in advance for the panel to consider or start an online debate.  Please do so by emailing digitalengagement@hotmail.com or tweet using #digitalengage. Chaired by former MSP and honorary professor at the University of Edinburgh Susan Deacon  and joined by panellists Ewan McIntosh, CEO at the digital business consultancy NoTosh.com, Charlie Jeffery, Director of the Academy of Government, University of Edinburgh, and Mark Ferrar, National Technology Officer, Microsoft UK. 
In association with Microsoft and the Academy of Government, University of Edinburgh



Brian Taylor’s Big Debate
12:15 - 13:00, Room P1.02, FREE.
What's got you shouting at the radio or screaming at the headline: spending cuts, school closures, pension plans or the independence referendum? You can have your say on Brian Taylor's Big Debate. Join BBC Scotland's Political Editor live from Holyrood, for your chance to question a panel of politicians on the news of the week. Please email your questions to brian@bbc.co.uk by 17:00 on Thursday 25 August to ensure they are considered for the show.
In association BBC Radio Scotland

The P Word by Israel Horovitz - A Rehearsed Reading
12:30 - 14:00, Members’ Restaurant, FREE.
The Byre Theatre of St Andrews will showcase their production featuring a modern-day cocktail of teenage dramas with a dash of social media, followed by a question and answer session.  Based on a newspaper story of a teenage pregnancy pact on Facebook this compelling play explores the challenges and choices facing young people in the current times of social media exposure.
In association with Carnegie Dunfermline Trust

Is the far north safe in Nordic hands?
13:30 - 14:30, Committee Room 1, FREE.
The Arctic region contains a high proportion of the world’s fish stocks, includes important breeding grounds and has huge untapped supplies of oil and gas. The Norwegian government is pledged to exploit natural resources without harming this precious environment. On the 150th anniversary of the birth of explorer Fridtjof Nansen, the Chief Secretary of the Barents Secretariat, Rune Rafaelsen will outline Norway’s ambitious plans for human, natural and safe energy development in the High North, challenged by Anna Kireeva from the environmental group Bellona and chaired by Lesley Riddoch, Director of Nordic Horizons. 
In association with Nordic Horizons

Access to information? There's a website for that!
13:30 - 14:30, Committee Room 3, FREE.
Scotland’s freedom of information laws give everyone the right to receive information from Scotland’s public authorities, but how has the internet changed access to information? Are we getting more than before, and are we getting what we want, or just what public authorities want us to see? Find out how new media make it easier for people to ask for information and how they have led to the creation of new kinds of information using government data. Chaired by Kevin Dunion, Scottish Information Commissioner.
In association with The Scottish Information Commissioner



Intellectual Property and the Law in a Digital Age
16:00 - 17:00, Committee Room 1, FREE.
Intellectual property (IP) includes copyright, patents, trademarks, domain names and confidential information. Those are often viewed as legal or business issues, but IP can also aid in protection and development of the arts, music and photography. Future events such as the 2012 Olympics and 2014 Commonwealth Games present their own IP challenges and opportunities. The current UK IP system is no longer fit for its purpose and reform is needed to ensure small and medium-sized business enterprises are protected and the UK is recognised as a safe and attractive place for international business. Guest speaker, and former member of the group Runrig, Pete Wishart MP will explore the issues. Chaired by Michael Clancy, Director of Law Reform,The Law Society of Scotland.
In association with The Law Society of Scotland

Communicating Politics: UN Proven Techniques for Expressing Complex Ideas Effectively to Different Audiences 
16:00 – 17:30, Committee Room 3, FREE.
Four UN agencies operating in Scotland are active in communicating UN international politics and trends to Scottish audiences across the areas of peace & security, development, education & training, children and human rights. Dr Gari Donn, Convenor of UNA Scotland, discusses this civil society promotion of the work of the UN on Human Rights, Nuclear Non-Proliferation, the Middle East and International Development. Joanne Orr, Chair of the UNESCO Scotland Committee talks about the UNESCO Convention safeguarding Intangible Cultural Heritage and an initiative to record ICH in Scotland using an online wiki style inventory. May East, Executive Director CIFAL UNITAR Associated Centre, outlines techniques on how to communicate frontline implications of climate change & sustainability effectively at policy and decision-making levels. Bruce Wilkinson, Education Officer for Scotland, shares UNICEF face-to-face approach to promoting the Right Respecting Schools Awards.

Is Scottish education inspiring our pupils to reach for the sporting challenges?
16:00 - 17:00, Main Chamber, £6.00 (Concessions £3.50).
Book in advance
With the Olympic and Commonwealth games on the horizon, the issues of sport and wellbeing in our schools for young people are becoming more topical. Are schools playing their part in inspiring and developing pupils to engage with sport and reach for sporting challenges?  Chaired by the Presiding Officer Tricia Marwick MSP with panellis tAnthony Finn, Chief Executive, General Teaching Council for Scotland; Stewart Harris Chief Executive Sport Scotland; Professor Peter Higgins, Professor of Outdoor Education, University of Edinburgh, a representative of the Scottish Sports Association and former Scottish international rugby player and BBC presenter, John Beattie.
In association with the General Teaching Council for Scotland

Burnsong Political Songhouse 
18:30 - 20:00, Members’ Restaurant, £6.00 (Concessions £3.50). Book in advance.
Burnsong provides time and space for some of Scotland’s most talented songwriters  to collaborate and create new work. Tonight, Burnsong presents an evening of commissioned songs of conscience, protest and concern featuring Annie Grace, Patricia Panther, Aly Macrae, Stevie Palmer, Lisa Rigby and Tim London.
In association with Burnsong

Saturday 27 August

Where Next for the Arab Spring 
11:00 - 12:00, Main Chamber, £6.00 (Concessions £3.50).
Book in advance.
The Middle East and North African regions are going through dramatic changes but what is next for the Arab Spring and what is the potential impact on the wider world?  Is the intervention from the West enough, too little or indeed, welcomed?  Libya has seen Western intervention in the bid to save lives but what constitutes to a country receiving intervention?  BBC’s Special Correspondent Allan Little will be joined by independent film-maker Omar Hamilton, who during the Cairo revolution used Twitter to communicate images and reaction on the streets, Mark Muller Stuart QC, Director of Beyond Borders and the Delfina Foundation and Chair of the Bar Human Rights Committee of England and Wales, photojournalist and World Press Photo winner Ed Ou who documented the recent revolution in Egypt and Dr. Florence Gaub, Academic Coordinator, Middle East Faculty, NATO Defense College
In association with the Carnegie UK Trust and Beyond Borders

Cuairt gu Cri`och (Full Circle) - Evolution to Devolution
12:30 - 14:00, Members’ Restaurant, £6.00 (Concessions £3.50).
Book in advance.
In this historic year for Scotland, there can be no better time or place to tell Scotland's dramatic story. Argyll-based Three Wee Crows Theatre Company bring their original interpretations of our history and legends to our Parliament. This journey traces our nation's evolution, pausing to explore events which marked the path of that journey, some with historical certainty, others steeped in the mysteries of legend, many affecting all of Scotland.



Reporting the Independence Referendum
14:30 – 16:00, Committee Room 1, FREE.
The result of this year's Scottish Parliament Election means that a referendum on Scottish independence is now certain to happen. What kind of media coverage can we expect? Will we see a fair and reasonable debate, or will the passions of partisanship make it impossible to have a well-conducted campaign? The seminar looks at the challenges facing news providers as they get to grips with the issues and implications.  Blair Jenkins, former Head of News at both STV and BBC Scotland, chairs a panel of leading practitioners in looking ahead to how the media will handle the big vote.
In association with Carnegie UK Trust

Scotlands of the imagination: How we create our own future
14:30 - 15:30, Committee Room 3, FREE.
From playwrights to poets, novelists to cartoonists, Scotland has a wealth of creative writers. How does their work shape how we think about our country and it’s direction? Gerry Hassan set up A Scottish Wave of Change to explore new ways of bringing about change. It embarked on a project to ask writers, professional and amateur, to respond to the question: "What values should shape the future Scotland?" Chaired by journalist Iain Macwhirter, Edinburgh-born playwright David Greig, whose works include Dunsinane and his version of The Bacchae and others will discuss the contribution that writers can make to the future direction of Scotland.
In association with A Scottish Wave of Change

The Only Way Is... Twitter?
16:30 - 17:30, Main Chamber, £6.00 (Concessions £3.50).
Book in advance.
Social media is revolutionising how broadcasters deliver content to their audiences but what's the best way for a TV brand to engage with social media, how do you get social media working for your show, and can it ever build an audience? We've brought together a panel for whom social media is fundamental: Graham Linehan, writer behind Father Ted and The IT Crowd collaborates on Twitter with his SuperFans to create award-winning comedy TV scripts. NPR’s Andy Carvin curates the on-the-ground information from global events and has created a newsfeed of eyewitness accounts of the Arab Spring and Sean Rad who cultivated actor Charlie Sheen's Twitter account to top one million followers in 24 hours. Chaired by journalist and broadcaster Janice Forsyth, this session will blow the lid off the Twitter effect by looking at the numbers and its real impact, and will expose top tweeters' best practices for each unique content strand. It will also look to the future at the wider social media landscape.
In association with the Mediaguardian International TV Festival



Making Human Rights real – the impact and influence of social media
17:00 - 18:00, Committee Room 1, FREE.
In recent times, social media has complemented traditional media in bringing political change to the Middle East and enabled a new generation of human rights activists to engage in common campaigning issues. In Scotland, Twitter, Facebook and blogging are impacting on how people understand human rights. Are social media important in making human rights “real” and also raises human rights questions about limits to freedom of expression and international law? Hosted by Professor Alan Miller, Chair, Scottish Human Rights Commission and joined by Iain Macwhirter, journalist and rector of the University of Edinburgh, Ahdaf Soueif, author, journalist and activist, and Omar Robert Hamilton, film maker and activist.
In association with the Scottish Human Rights Commission

Roddy Hart and the Lonesome Fire 
18:30 - 20:00, Members’ Restaurant, £12.00 (Concessions £9.00).
Book in advance.
Glasgow singer-songwriter Roddy Hart is a talent recognised by those who should know.  In addition to performing at the Parliament’s 10th anniversary event in 2009, he has played shows with artists including Ray Davies, Glen Campbell, and Ray LaMontagne and produced an album featuring Kris Kristofferson and Eddi Reader.  Following his curation of Forever Young: A 70th Birthday Tribute To Bob Dylan at this year's Celtic Connections festival, he will perform an acoustic set with his band, The Lonesome Fire.  

In Defence of Politics: What is Comedy and Satire Doing to Our Politics? 
18:30 – 19:30, Main Chamber, £6.00 (Concessions £3.50).  
Book in advance
Does political comedy and satire undermine public support in democratic politics by constantly deriding politicians and under-playing the challenges of governing?  Are comedians to some degree responsible for the existence of large number of 'disaffected democrats'?  Is there such a thing as 'civic comedy' and could it be funny?  Should politicians spend more time reflecting on their responsibilities to the public and less time mocking politicians?  This event explores these questions by bringing together a number of comedians, satirists and political scientists.  
In association with the Political Studies Association

